SHEPHERDS AND PASTURES           n

what means should we endeavour to lead them to
Christ ? In none other than the same spirit, yet
with even more gentleness and tender love. That
was our Lord's way. When the mothers brought
their young children to Him He just took them up
in His arms, put His hands upon them and blessed
them. It is most probable that individually or
gathered in a group around Him, He told them stories
on that occasion; for His loving sympathy with
them would shew itself naturally not only in His
actions but in His words ; yet He knew their point
of view too well to give them emotional shocks, as
we often do, with stories of dire calamities which
they could not fully understand; He just "loved
them " as the children so beautifully say. Pestalozzi
reflects the Master's attitude when he says that
we should give to our children " thinking love."
Much of the love we have given them has been
unthinking. In this matter we have sinned with
our fathers ; there is scarcely one of us who has not
been guilty of the transgression at some time or other,
and the tragedy still goes on.

Each one of us at the nursery or infants' school stage
is just a little, unfolding human soul, no more than
entering upon its short sojourn in " this earthly
house of our tabernacle " as S. Paul calls it. The
processes of adjustment to our environment and of
the establishment of a right relation to the Creator
Who has sent us here to do His work, begin at the
first moment of consciousness and proceed in varying
degree according to the help or hindrance that may
be afforded to our growth from external sources.
But, unfortunately, whereas the law of the land